Town & Country Garden Club
Newtown Connecticut
Member of the Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc.
New England Garden Clubs, Inc. and National Garden Clubs, Inc

October 2020

President’s Message
Together we can Grow a Stronger
Community

1. November 11 Zoom
General Meeting
2. No November Board
Meeting
3. Donations for the
Food Pantry due by
November 10

Dear Friends and Fellow Gardeners,
I am so proud to be a part of Town & Country Garden Club. Not only for the
civic projects that we do but for the community spirit that we demonstrate. Our
club is filled with caring members who rise to every community need. This time
it is responding to our call for donations to the Faith Food Pantry to help our
fellow Newtowners who are in need during the pandemic. We started with a
club donation of $100, thanks to Emi’s great idea to support the food pantry.
From there, with individual donations and Sandy’s amazing container sale
which raised $257 (+$43 from the Motyka’s to make $300), we got to our total.
We will be sending a total of $775 to the food pantry! Brava ladies!
I know that this year Halloween and Thanksgiving will be different for all of us,
but we can be thankful for each other and our generous spirit. Joy will be
sending our check to the food pantry on Nov.10th and will be accepting any
additional donations until then. She will update us at the November general
meeting. We do have a lot to be thankful for.
Sunday, we turn our clocks back and change the batteries in our smoker
detectors. I look forward to decorating my mantle and hearth for the
Thanksgiving season that day.
I hope you find small ways to enjoy the seasons as they change.
One last reminder: Tuesday is Election Day. If you haven’t voted
already, please remember to cast your vote. It is such an important duty for each
of us as Americans.
Now, on to Josie’s wonderful newsletter!
Stay safe and well,
Judy
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Marianne has
been an active
member of the
Town &
Country Garden
Club for almost
30 years. During
that time, she
has held many
club positions
including
President and
Newsletter
Chairman.
She is always
one of the first
to volunteer for
any committee
including the
holiday tree
decorating
committee, the
Victiorian
teapots project,
pumpkin
decorating
project. She has
always been
willing to help
at the plant
sales, the
Pumpkin Race
sales to name
only a few.

Marianne Muskus
From The Beginning
My twin sister, Carmella, and I were born prematurely in Chicago, Ill, on Sept. 21, 1929,
to very young parents, a musician and a beautician. At birth, my Italian grandmother took
charge of us and in spite of the fact that there were no incubators and being under 2-1/2
lbs.; we survived up to four months when my sister died. I was told I was the sicklier
baby, but my family always claimed I was a survivor from the very beginning. Five years
later my brother, Joe, was born. Typical of Italian families we were very close, and my
grandmothers and aunts played an important role in our upbringing. We lived in Chicago
until my parents moved to Mt. Vernon, NY. My father was a professional musician who
worked with the big bands. One of my greatest memories as a child of ten was being put
on the plane by my aunts and traveling with my brother alone on a TWA flight to New
York City, to meet my parents at the airport.
From that time, we lived in Mt. Vernon, NY, where I went to school, graduating from
Davis High, with excellent clerical skills. I met my husband who was very good looking
and charming and married him in 1951. When I look back that was the most terrible
decision I ever made in my life. From the very beginning I was faced with constant
conflict and struggle. Out of desperation and with the hope my husband could find
employment, we moved to Bridgeport, CT with our three sons. Finally, due to his poor
work history, alcoholism, and gambling problems throughout the eight years of our
marriage, I finally decided to end it. Fortunately, with my excellent clerical skills I was
able to take on the sole responsibility of caring and supporting my sons. I worked for the
Controller of Remington Shaver as his secretary/administrative assistant, until I remarried
my second husband, Joe Muskus, in 1967.
We moved from Bridgeport into my present home in Newtown, primarily to have enough
land for Joe to grow a large vegetable garden. His passion was so great that before we
had the closing and moved into the house, the owners allowed him to plant his garden. I
must admit at that time I had no knowledge about gardening, but it didn’t take long before
I learned and became interested in horticulture. During the summer, I would describe
myself as a “Farmer’s Wife”, because we were constantly canning and freezing the
oversized crops, he produced from his excellent gardening skills.
When I married Joe, I had no idea he was a reformed alcoholic. I eventually discovered
his problem. He would periodically relapse and kept putting us into debt. Basically, he
was a decent person, but I finally had to face the fact that I would be continually dealing
with uncertainty and insecurity associated with his disease, if I remained married. So,
after considerable thought and deliberation, I decided to end our marriage. I soon
discovered I could be much more successful and accomplish more on my own.
I have experienced many sad periods in my life, especially with the deaths of my youngest
son, Kevin, at 43 yrs. old, my oldest son, Stuart, at age 65, and more recently my brother
and nephew. Nevertheless, I am blessed with having three grandchildren and four great
grandchildren, with one girl finally, breaking the “boy” mold.
During my working career, I worked for three major corporate companies: Remington
Shaver, Duracell Products and Union Carbide Corp., retiring from Union Carbide Corp.
after 13 years, at age 68. I was always blessed with an abundant amount of energy, so it
didn’t take long before I became restless and bored and decided to join the workforce
again by working as a seasonal merchandiser for Cromwell Growers at the Home Depot
store in Danbury for 7 years, maintaining their plants and flowers.
Throughout the years, I have had many interests and a range of hobbies. I stayed very
active dancing several times a week with my dance partner. Presently, my favorite
activity is line dancing. My senior years have been greatly enriched by being a member
of the Town and Country Garden Club and the Newtown Senior Center, not only because
of its programs, but by having met the nicest people.
I never desired to move from my home, because I feel it helps me to continue to be useful,
active, and healthy. I am happy and satisfied with my life and ready to take on the next
chapter.
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Message from
Joyce Webster

PLANTERS CHOICE CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY
"We are a 50-year-old grower and distributor of quality
nursery stock and related goods for the landscape trade."
On Thursday, October 8, 13 of our members were at Planter’s Choice with cake and
cider to celebrate with the Newmans.

Judy

“I want to thank
all the members
of the Garden
Club who have
been so
thoughtful of me
since I fell
August 22nd. I
am home now,
and it is
wonderful to
have such
friends.”

Chuck

Rosalie

Arline

Planters Choice has supported our Garden Club in so many ways (too numerous to
count) over these many years in business, and we were proud to honor them with a
little treat to show our appreciation.

25 Obtuse Rd S, Brookfield

We are proud to have Shakespeare's Garden as a sponsor.
A trip to Shakespeare is always an inspirational experience
that never fails to expand your knowledge and your plant
choices. Kasia, and Dorota, Flower Designers, demonstrate
their expertise with every stunning container and hanging
plant that they create- - which makes it hard to choose and
even harder to resist.
Town & Country recommends a visit--it will not disappoint and it won’t be your last!

Tractor Supply of Newtown donated 4 large multi-colored
chrysanthemums to help decorate Island #3 this year.

.
Steve, at Castle Hill, donated 5 large corn stalks and 4
large pumpkins.
These businesses also donated to our Island decorating this year and saved
money given to us by The Borough. It would be great if we could patronize
their businesses whenever possible.
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Marianne’s Orchids

OCTOBER ORCHID PROGRAM
At the October meeting, we viewed a power point presentation of
Marianne’s Phalaenopsis, Dendrobium and Oncidium orchids and
some of her tips on growing orchids successfully.

NOVEMBER 11 PROGRAM
“WHO DOESN’T WANT: TO SOOTHE DRY SKIN,
TO BREATHE CLEANER AIR, TO INCREASE
ONES PRODUCTIVITY, TO HAVE A CLEARER
MIND, AND TO FIGHT FATIGUE AND COLDS!
JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING on Nov. 11th. AND find
OUT!
Margareta and Josie will present a power point on the benefits of
house plants. Find out what houseplants can do for you and what
room each plant should be placed in where it will provide the most
benefit to the air quality.
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LINE MASS IDEAS

Illuminary Design Arrangements from October Meeting
Maragareta

Sandy

Josie

Josie

Jane V.
Peggy

Arline

November Design Challenge
ARTISTIC – LINE-MASS DESIGN: inspired by
HAMILTON

Line-mass creations employ the use of
mass for a greater feeling of depth. Plant
material is placed to form an orderly
outline and massed to create a focal area
with gradual changes from line at the
periphery of the arrangement to mass
within the central axis. Line-mass designs
have an open form with symmetrical or
asymmetrical balance.

HORTICULDTURE:
Houseplant grown for bloom.
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Just before Mary Peck
left the Garden Club,
she presented Liz
with a 100-year-old
apron that had once
belonged to her
mother. Mary noticed
that Liz always had
on an apron when
helping out at club
events and thought
she would appreciate
her mother’s apron.
Liz loved it and also
painted a watercolor
of it. She says it is
one of her favorite
paintings, and she
loves the story behind
it.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH CLUB MEMBERS
Liz Arneth had a very different 80th birthday celebration.
Family and friends dropped off all sorts of flowers and put them in vases. Then
they all visited on the lawn with masks and social distancing. It was the first
time Liz’s whole family has been together since Christmas. And of course, she
wore a golden rhinestone 80th birthday tiara. Her daughter-in-law Carolyn said
she woke up at 3 AM with the idea and had no notion of how it would work
out. Liz said, “Beautiful day surrounded by family and friends. Best birthday.”

She later took them all home and rearranged them.

Liz says she doesn’t do
arrangements for the
meetings, but this is her
version of Still LifeHedgehog and
Pumpkins.
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SANDY HOLDS CONTAINER SALE TO
BENEFIT FOOD PANTRY
Sandy said, “I want to thank
Town & Country members who
attended the sale and made a
purchase to support THE FAITH
FOOD PANTRY, Jane V. for
providing free clivia rootings to
go in the pots, Peggy Townsend
for inviting the Garden Club of
Newtown, quite a few members
participated
Judy, Josie, and Joy for their
support and accounting acumen
Considering the pandemic and
the chilly weather we had a nice
crowd. Thanks a million.

Judy looking for just the
right one.

Joy said, “The Motyka container
sale brought in $257 for the Food
Pantry collection. That is a
fabulous amount! Big thanks to
Sandy and her husband Walter
for donating all the containers,
manning the sale site on a damp,
cold day, and providing
refreshments besides!
Our food pantry club total is now
$732, including the container
sale, with more on the way! I
think we should set November 10
as the cut-off date so the food
pantry will have enough time to

use the money in the best way
before Thanksgiving.

Marianne and Emi browsing.
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Holly Walczak
Holly said that these are her last summer blooms.

She brought this begonia inside for the winter. She won it at the
Garden Club party at Sal e Pepe 2 years ago, and it is still going
strong.
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DIANA JOHNSON

These are
Montaigne
daisies that
Diana has
had since
they were
just a small
potted plant.

Here is a photo of her beautiful horse, Scheherazade
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Chris Lincoln
.

Chris’s succulent (Bertha) sits in
her favorite spot in the sunroom.

This is Herman who
Chris made for her
grandkids.

Jan and Chris found
this great mushroom
on one of their
nature walks.

JAN GARDNER
These hydrangea and tall salvia plant are Jan’s last blooms of summer.
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Invasive Bittersweet by Joy Kopesky
Now is the perfect time to find and do battle with Oriental
bittersweet. You may find small vines that have traveled
underground for amazing lengths and invaded your garden. Other
vines may be taking over your shrubs by snaking up the trunks and
wrapping themselves around each and every branch. Killing these
vines is not an option but identifying them and controlling their spread
is. If you DON'T have any Oriental bittersweet on your property
(lucky you), check out the woods around Newtown! Find vines that
have climbed up trees and are in the process of killing them.

Bittersweet Vine Blending
With Fall Vegetation

Mature vines at Fairfield

Reaching for Nearby
Evergreens

Very Mature Vines Braided
Together.
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Del Primo

SOLID GOLD X 2 AT DEL PRIMO
Looks like we just decided to stop in the parking lot and sing,
but really it was lots of fun and a safe way to perform at Del
Primo.

It was great that some friends were able be there.
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The Federations
president, Arlene
Field’s project as
president is: “Out
with the Invasive. In
with Natives. It is
time to take our
landscapes back. One
yard, one garden, one
park, one town, one
trail at a time. The
eradication needs to
start now. We can all
make a difference.”

The Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc.
91st Annual Awards Meeting
A Zoom Webinar October 28
The Awards Meeting started at 10:00 a.m. There were over 80 top
awards from Connecticut, New England, and National Garden
Clubs will be announced, in addition to almost 100 Certificates of
Achievement, for the exceptional work our Clubs and their
members have accomplished over the past year.

OUR AWARDS
1. SPECIAL CERTIFICATES These certificates are presented for
unusual projects, which do not fit under any other category and are the
equivalent of a top award.

Captains Jane Sharpe and Peggy Townsend transformed Island #2 from
“just okay” into an outstanding landscape feature. They truly turned
lemons into lemonade. This multi-tiered project required visionary
thinking and down-to-earth expertise in order to achieve success and
dramatic results, thinking out of the box, solid planning, appropriate
design, horticultural expertise, sweat equity, hands-on execution,
administrative know-how, artistic sense, and friendly persuasion. This
complex undertaking entailed removal and relocation of grass bringing
in new topsoil and mulch, trimming and shaping tall trees, removing
overgrown shrubs, visually reconstructing the space with a berm,
creating a metal-edged path of crushed stone, laying stepping stones,
refurbishing and relocating the park bench for better viewing of
Newtown’s famous Labor Day parade, planting a “woodland garden” of
easier-to-maintain shrubs, groundcover, and indigenous plants based on
xeriscaping principles. Lastly a masonry pedestal was installed to
support a large piece of stone art, assembled on site by renowned
sculptor Ethan Currier as the final piece de resistance. This makeover
received kudos from townspeople, grateful appreciation from the
Borough and a highly equivalent of a top award.
2. NGC Certificates of Appreciation For Participating in the NGC Awards
Program 2019
Community Beautification Town and Country Garden Club of Newtown

