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May 2021
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Together we can Grow a Stronger Community
Dear Friends and Fellow Gardeners,
May has come and gone with contrary weather, which is, of course, New
England. No worries. Spring marches on. I’m sure you have noticed how
birds have paired up and some already are tending their nestlings. My
Flowering Quince and Forsythia have gone out in a blaze but the Bleeding
hearts, Pulmonaria, and Brunnera are continuing on with their lovely
blossoms along with Wigelia and Deutzias that are coming into their own.
Two of my favorite Deutzias are Chardonnay Pearls and Crème Fraiche;
so beautiful!
As you can probably see spring is my favorite season because of the
promise of new life and the beauty it brings. Our new club year also
enjoys the promise of things to come with growth in membership and new
leadership. The slate of Officers and Chairmen that will be voted in on
June 9th promise that our club will continue to be successful in achieving
our civic goals and enjoy comradery with each other. Change is good. It is
refreshing and exciting. As we start our next year together let’s celebrate
our return to in- person gatherings and fun times together. And most of all
“playing in the dirt”!
I hope to see you on June 9th at Sal e Pepe.
Stay well,
Judy

Jane Prentiss Dana Vouros.

I was born in Boston, Massachusetts
on October 17, 1945. I was the
daughter of Eva “Bunny” Teague
Dana of Beverly, Massachusetts, and
Dr. C. Lincoln Dana of Franklin,
Massachusetts. I had a brother, Jon,
eighteen months older.
My family, Mom, Dad, Jon and Jane, and a dog “Buttons”, moved into our home in
Franklin, Ma. On a snowy November day when I was just six weeks old. It was a big New
England farmhouse, circa 1736, on 36 acres of farmland, two of which were planted with rows
and rows of Herbaceous, Festiva Maxima peonies, that the previous owner had farmed and
sold at the Boston Flower Market
My Mom, Bunny, became a member of the American Peony Society, learned the essentials,
and marketed the peonies throughout my childhood. When we were old enough, Jon and I were
enlisted into the tasks of cultivating, weeding, feeding, and later de-budding and preparing for
market. This was the start of my venture into gardening, but it was not yet a passion, just a
chore.
I grew up a country girl in Franklin, where the start of haying season was as exciting as any
holiday. My Dad, a busy Family Physician, with offices in Franklin, and in Framingham, Ma.
was determined to have the Farm Experience for his family. Over time, we had Sheep, Heifers,
Horses, and later, with the arrival of my grandparents, Teague, (who built an apartment onto
the back of our house and moved from Beverly, MA.), came the chickens. Grampa Teague was
the real start of my gardening love. He cultivated a wonderful vegetable garden out behind the
barn, and we had a manure shoot off the back of the stables that piled a mountain of garden
gold right next to the garden patch.
Besides the care of peonies, vegetable garden, horses and other farm animals, my childhood
was filled with many other wonderful athletic experiences, including Figure Skating at the
Boston Skating Club from 1956 through 1963; Skiing from age seven, as it became our favorite
family winter sport; Swimming, started at eighteen months and I continued for a lifetime; and
Golf, taught and fostered by my Dad.
It came as no surprise that after graduating from Franklin High School in 1963, I decided to
follow my mom’s footsteps into Physical Education. I Graduated from Arnold College,
University of Bridgeport in 1967 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Physical Education.
Throughout my college years, I held summer jobs as camp counselor and Water Safety
Instructor at two different Camps. The first in Maine, where I also earned my Junior Maine
Guide certification and received my certificate at the State House in Augusta. The second was
on Cape Cod where I also did a lot of sailing.
.
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After graduating from U.B. My first two jobs were in Recreation. One was swim instructor
at the Girls Club of Bridgeport, and then Assistant Director of H.P.E.R.D. at the Y.W.C.A. In
Stamford, Ct.
I moved from recreation into Education in 1970 when I accepted a job as a Physical
Educator at the Newtown Middle School. It was at the middle school that I met John, and we
became the best of friends. John had come to Newtown the year before, as a 7th grade science
teacher, and was already well established with a great group of young, single, enthusiastic
educators who were very active both in and out of school. I melded right into the crowd.
The next five years were spent building our professional careers. John working on his
teaching certification, and I on my Master’s degree, at night and summers.
1975 was a very big year in that the following happened:
* John and I bought the Taunton School House and adjacent property
*we moved the schoolhouse 180 feet back off the road settled it on a new foundation in the
middle of the property
*I received my Master of Science degree in Phys. Ed. For the Handicapped from Southern
Connecticut State University
*John and I Married on October 11, 1975
*we renovated and moved into our schoolhouse home in May of 1976
John and I both enjoyed very active teaching careers at two ends of the spectrum. He taking
on the Gifted And Talented program and me very active with the mentally and physically
challenged groups and working very closely with Special Olympics, Ct.
At home on Taunton Hill, I worked hard on establishing landscape and gardens around
our precious schoolhouse. In 1979, three years after moving into the Schoolhouse, we began
the process of adding a house onto our room.
By 1980, we were in our newly completed home and I was busy expanding gardens;
transferring Peonies from the Franklin house, which had been sold, and reestablishing them on
to Taunton hill. Also adding a large vegetable garden, (channeling Gramp Teague all the
way.).
In the ‘80s and ‘90s we had already established our penchant for entertaining. From charity
events to school events, to Weddings, we did it all. We also became part of a team of people
renovating the old Harley Manor, turning it into the The Mary Hawley Inn.
Finally, in the late 1990s with retirement from teaching looming, we sold the Schoolhouse
to get seed money for our next endeavor.
We put all of our major belongings into storage and moved into a little apartment on the
lower level of Jane and Don Sharpe’s beautiful home on Lake Zoar, along with our two dogs,
Tai and Tessa. It was to be a year or two while we organized our next project. It stretched into
six years before we were finally able to move on.
After much planning, our new endeavor began on September 1, 2004. I retired from
Newtown schools in June of 2005, and we opened the Dana Holcombe House in August of
2005.
(Very short retirement)
Establishing landscape and gardens still a work in progress, as we now prepare to close this
chapter and open a brand new one. Perhaps a real retirement this time.
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FUND RAISING SEPTEMBER 4 AT THE DUCK RACE
SEPTEMBER 4
I am looking for volunteers to plan a fundraising booth at the Duck Race
on September 4. I would like to meet June 23 at Chris Lincoln’s home
along with the Ways and Means Committee to brainstorm ideas about
what we might have that we can sell that day, or plants that members can
grow during the summer to sell on September 4. If you are interested,
please let Chris and I know and mark June 23 on your calendar.
Thanks,
Josie -josieschmidtct@gmail.com
clincoln3618@gmail.com

DESIGN IDEAS FOR THE HANDBOOK

Remember if you have an idea for a future design theme for the next
handbook send it to Arline - amshanley@yahoo.com or Margareta
margareta.kotch@icloud.com

Some Previous themes have been:
Your Favorites- movie, book, vacation venue, etc.
Let’s Take a Walk 2015-16
Where We Walk Pomes rooted in CT 2016-17
CT quiet spaces and lively places 2018-19
National Parks 2017-18
Sydney Eddison Celebrating CT authors 2019-2020
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Island Two has been completed and is ready for summer. Lina,
Gail, and Barbara O.
resting after
up.
GETTING
THEsprucing
ISLANDSthings
READY

They planted strawberries and one of their kale plants wintered over and
is now in full bloom. There are tiny yellow flowers on the most beautiful
purple and green foliage. They also planted some of the plants that our last
month’s speaker talked about to enhance that woodland garden space.

Both Island 1 and 2 have added a Smoke
Tree to their gardens.

Artistic Design for May
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Garden Club members were out in full
Force on May 27 to spread mulch on
both Island 1 and Island 3. Many
hands make light work, and we were
done in less than an hour.
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Mary Ellen has
these pretty blood
root plants in her
yard.

She also has these
and would like to
know if anyone can
identify the name of
the plant.

Nandina Berries Kill Birds - toxic to birds and other animal

Nandina or Sacred Bamboo or Heavenly Bamboo is found in most
landscaping mixes in yards, parks. Some homeowners plant it to provide
food for birds, that depend on winter fruits to survive. Nandina berries
last for months, attracting hungry birds when food is in short supply.
However, studies show planting Nandina does not help birds, it harms
them. The berries contain cyanide that produces highly toxic hydrogen
cyanide (HCN) which is extremely poisonous to all animals.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture classified Nandina domestica as a
noxious, non-native, invasive weed from China and Japan.

https://ar.audubon.org/
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Arline has some beautiful irises blooming in her gardens.

DO WE
LOOK LIKE
WE MADE
RESERVATIONS

ONLINE?

This is her
viburnum in
full bloom.

FOR
HEAVENS’SAKE
HAROLD…YOU’RE
TRYING TO
CHANGE
CHANNELS WITH A
BAR OF
CHOCOLATE

THIS IS THE VIEW OF CHRIS’S BACK DECK
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LATE SPRING GARDEN TIPS

O

Late Spring Garden Tips
1.Monitor moisture and water when necessary ( water early and try
not to splash leaves
2. Deadhead bulb flowers
3. Pull weeds when small
4. Relocate unwanted perennial seedlings
5. Pinch back summer and fall flowering perennials to control
height
6. Plant gladiolus from mid-May to the end of June
7. Transplant/ divide summer and fall perennials
8. Finish all planting by mid-June to establish the roots before hot
weather arrives.
To read more detailed information check out the article from
Connecticut Gardner May/June which you can read on our websitetcgardenclub.org
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Today 8-yearolds are asking
for the latest
iPhone.
When I was 8, I
felt like I’d won
the lottery if I
had this pen.

Connecticut authorities warn of increased bobcat sighting.
I happened to see one that was similar to this one in my backyard through
the window just off my deck a few weeks ago. It was 10 am. This
gorgeous animal ambled down from my backyard to the pond and then off
into the woods. It looked like a very large, very healthy cat, but 3 times the
size, and with a 6-inch tail.
I learned that bobcats have been seen in every town and municipality in
Connecticut, even in the cities. People think they are on the rise, but they
are not really. Only the sightings, a function of the Covid lockdown, are
on the rise.
Their healthy numbers were not always so … they used to have a bounty
on their heads because they were viewed as being a threat to game animals
and agriculture. And their pelts are valuable. They were nearly wiped out.
In 1972, the bobcat was reclassified as protected and there is no trapping
or hunting season for them in Connecticut.
In fact, they eat mostly squirrels, rabbits, woodchucks, chipmunks, and
birds. They almost never attack a domestic pet. And they are rarely
susceptible to rabies. They really want nothing to do with people.
If you do see one, you should report your sighting to DEEP. They are
collecting data for their 3-year Bobcat Project. They have tagged,
collared, and released several cats and they can track their movements and
learn much about their range and habits.
Barbara McCann
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Wildlife/Fact-Sheets/Bobcat
Bobcat
Lynx rufus
Report Bobcat Sightings as part of the Bobcat Study.
View a map of current sightings of bobcats in Connecticut
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OUR SPONSORS

SHAKESPEARE’S GARDEN

A trip to Shakespeare's Garden, Obtuse Road in Brookfield, gets more exciting and
energizing every time I visit. It also gets more confusing - - as their abundance of
choices, colors, and combinations increases daily. I visited (with very little time)
and the intention of purchasing a quick hanging plant for a friend. I found the
perfect one and took it down to study the unexpected combination of plants.
However, after 45 minutes, I had 4 "perfect" hanging plants from which to choose,
all with different types, blends, mixtures of trailers, textures, with a profusion of
flowers. I found it nearly impossible to choose - - so much for "quick" as well as
for "one".
In past years, I select one I like, purchase the plants included, and build it myself - which is also fun and very satisfying. This time, though, I found the price of the
contents (lime-green Creeping Jenny, blue Summer Wave, Superbenia, white
stream Lobularia, Diamond Snow, Dragonwing Bogonia and New Guinea
Impatiens) more expensive than the beautifully compressed hanging plant in front
of me.

Of course, this is a very busy time for them, but they still have time to help and
answer questions, and when you’ve finally been able to make your selections,
they’re organized and efficient in getting you out of there quickly. My advice - - to
all my flower-loving friends - - is GO, BROWSE, REFRESH. The beauty of
Shakespeare’s Garden (aside from just the beauty of it), is that you needn’t know
what you’re looking for, as with some of the bigger stores or garden centers, because
of the wealth of talent, knowledge and experience waiting to help you- - but good
luck with being able to choose.

SHOW THIS COUPON FOR A
10% DISCOUNT
On any plant product
From Shakespeare's Garden to
Town & Country Garden Club

SAL E PEPE
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I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of our members who have patronized
our new sponsor, Sal e Pepe’s restaurant, these past few months. I hope you
enjoyed your experiences as much as I have, not just for the extraordinary dishes
and pleasant atmosphere but for the amazing (and steadily growing) drink options.
The addition of Dominic, the innovative and talented bartender, has increased the
wine options to more than 20 - - sparkling, reds, and whites, by the glass or bottle
- - beer choices, light, full and on tap, - - and their own creations of Martinis and
Margheritas- -which will make it hard to choose. You’ll want to try a different one
each visit. My experience shows, when undecided, that the staff can advise you
on any of these new drinks, in great detail. Apparently, they enjoy partaking, - experimenting and testing- - these new creations just so that they can recommend,
of course. Below are two of the most popular (and my favorites), The Basil Martini
and the Chocolate Swirl Martini, which, for me, doubles as a dessert.

Most of us don’t choose a restaurant for the drinks but more-so for the food,
desserts, ambiance, and service - - all of which Sal e Pepe is known for. Even
though I always want to repeat my favorite Short Rib Ravioli (to die for) there are
so many exceptional entrees that, again, you should try a different one each time
you visit, such as (below) the Pear Salad or the Pork Chops a la Modena.

to top off the experience, MY advice (as a dessert
connoisseur) is to try the awesome Banana Cream
Pie.

You will not regret – trying them All
.

Chris Lincoln
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https://ctgardenclubs.org/
Keeping Up What’s Happening: In Our State: 2019
1. Brandywine

Show
President :
Polly Brooks
(2021 – 2023)
For the next two years,
our Federation will
have a Theme, but, no,
we will not have a
President’s Project.
We’re all dizzy from
pivoting, reacting to ash
borers, and
microbursts, and
vaccines.
Granted, by the time
you read this, the
“rules” may have
changed yet again. I feel
as though I’m finally
being freed from being
grounded, and I don’t
mean the gardening or
electrical varieties.
We’ve been itching to
get out of our houses as
much as we’ve wanted
to get into the garden.
With Memorial Day
past, even those of us in
the northwest corner
may plant.

Spectacular and Philadelphia Flower

June 10 - June 13

2. NGC “Environmental School 4-Water & Related Issues” presented
virtually
September 22 - September 23
3. Weeds: a workshop – a virtual event hosted by the Connecticut
Horticultural Society
June 24 • 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Keeping Up What’s Happening: AROUND US
1. Redding Garden Tour – Redding Garden Club
June 12 • 10:00 am - 4:30 pm
2. The Inevitable Garden’ : a virtual presentation hosted by the
Connecticut Horticultural Society
June 17 • 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
3. Plant Sale – Suburban Garden Club of Cheshire
June 19 • 7:00 am - 12:00 pm
Cheshire Congregational Church Green, + Google Map

