Town & Country Garden Club
Newtown Connecticut
Things to Remember

DATES TO
REMEMBER

1. Zoom Board
Meeting
January 28
Meeting 6-8

2. General Zoom
Meeting
February 10
7:00
3. Zoom Board
Meeting
February 27
Meeting 6-8

Member of The Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc.
New England Garden Clubs, Inc. and National Garden Clubs, Inc

December 2020 /January 2021

President’s Message
Dear Friends and Fellow Gardeners,
It's January! And cold. But that will ensure the beauty that awaits us in
a few months. If the ground didn't chill our spring bulbs, we would have
to pre-chill them and plant them over and over every year. Whew! I'll
take winter chill by Mother Nature any day so I can have my spring
flowers.
It looks like we will be meeting via Zoom for the rest of the club year.
This actually has worked out well, thanks to Josie, Bob and Chris! And
thanks to some members we have had interesting programs and have
been able to share lovely floral designs and homegrown horticulture. I
know we have all missed the personal face to face contact, but we will
get there. Betsy is still looking for one or two members who would be
willing to share a little something with the club. Please contact her if you
are curious about this.
I hope you all are faring well and have been able to secure your Covid19 vaccine appointments. For those not yet eligible scheduling will be
coming soon. In the meantime, stay safe and well and enjoy the beauty
of winter.
My best to you all.
See you soon,
Judy
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Biography
COLETTE WILLIAMS

Garden Club member and our friend Colette passed away in December at
age 95. We will miss her.
Colette was born on September 25, 1925. Her parents lived in Paris
France and came to the U.S. in 1919. They settled eventually in
Hackensack New Jersey where she was born.
In the 1940’s Colette attended Hunter College and began her career
working for Elmo Roper at the first science and research-based public
opinion poll company. This is where she developed her lifelong interest in
politics. She worked in Manhattan for many years and enjoyed skating at
the ice rink in Rockefeller Center and going to the Paramount Theater to
see all the current entertainers.
She moved to Newtown in the 1950’s with her husband and began her real
estate career. She loved this career and being dedicated to her work, she
would use her love of gardening to even plant flowers, rake leaves or
shovel snow at her listings to get them sale ready. She was also an expert
French cook and used those skills to hold elaborate real estate Open
House real estate brunches.
Since 1949 she was an active member of the Newtown Congregational
Church where she again used her expertise with flowers and was on the
flower committee for many years. She was a member of many other
organizations including the Newtown Board of Realtors, the BPW, and
the Newtown Woman’s Club. She also volunteered as a driver for Meals
on Wheels.
Colette was a longtime member of Town and Country Garden Club. She
always took part in the annual plant sale and other fund raisers. She used
her love of flowers to compete in many flower arranging challenges at the
club’s monthly meetings. She also used her expertise to step in to judge
design entries many times. She maintained a beautiful garden at her home
at 56 Main Street with a variety of garden plants and pots filled with
lovely floral arrangements. Several years ago, she invited club members
for a tour of her gardens as part of the club’s spring garden tours.
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EXHIBITS FOR FEBRUARY MEETING
Artistic Design – Small Design, 8” to 12” inspired by Into
the Woods
A small arrangement can be any style but may not
exceed eight inches in any direction. Scale and
proportion are important for a miniature design.

The largest bloom should not exceed one third the
size of container and the arrangement should be
approximately one to one-and-a half times the
height or width of the container.
A small amount of plant material is desirable. The
container should be small. You can use miniature
vases or household items like perfume bottles or
toothpick holders.
Use small plant material like baby’s breath,
miniature roses, Larger flowers such as lilac or
yarrow may be separated into smaller parts. One
color should dominate the design.

Horticulture
What is the difference between cactus and succulent? A cactus is the
only plant that can sit in a blazing south window where the sun pours
in, magnified through the glass. A succulent is any plant that stores
water in juicy leaves, stems or roots in order to withstand periodic
drought.
Cactus

Succulent
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This is a link that
Gail found. She
thinks everyone in
our club would
enjoy it. It is called,
PROOF THAT
OLD ROCKERS
NEVER GO DOWN
QUIETLY !!
https://www.facebook.
com/AtlantisMusic/vi
deos/proof-that-oldrockers-never-godown-quietly-this-isa-must-watch-videoforyour/3791655424702/

Noun
A term for
someone who
ignores health and
safety guidelines
intended to prevent
the spread of
COVID-19

Liz, second from the left, and her neighbors have often
been out walking lately. They call themselves the HV
Crossing Guards! Liz says that people REALLY avoid
them although they seem to be laughing awfully hard.

Liz has also taken up
painting rocks with
friends, and these are
silhouettes of her son’s
Scotties.
A friend gave her this
amaryllis set in wax. She
says, “You do nothing and
voila!”
friend gave me this one in
wax. You do nothing and
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Arline has used her
“green thumb” to grow
this beautiful amaryllis.

Margareta usually tries to force
“paper whites” and often they grow
too tall, so about a week ago she put
a forsythia branch in to support
them. The container had mainly
pebbles and very little water.
Imagine her surprise the other day
when she saw buds and flowers
starting to form on the forsythia.

This is her
beautiful
amaryllis.
She bought
it before
Christmas,
and it is still
going
strong.

These are 2 mini
phalaenopsis orchid plants
that I bought at The Big Y.
They have just rebloomed
for me.
(Josie)
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Technology
Humor

“OH, COME ON!
THE STICK IS
RIGHT THERE!”

Joy captured this photo of the morning sun. It is amazing to see the
beauty around us if we stop to look.
I DON’T CARE IF
YOUR FRIEND
HAS A FLIGHT
SIMULATOR,
YOU’RE GOING
TO LEARN TO
FLY ON YOUR
OWN!

G

Gail found this great quote.

Gail found this great quote.
Gail found this great quo
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF:
LEARN SOMETHING NEW
During this time when we are staying home so much, could be the
time to take up a new hobby or learn something new. Not to
become an expert, but just because you enjoy it. You might try
painting or knitting or yoga or playing the piano. You can find
many of these lessons on You-tube. The following true story might
give you the incentive you need.
Kurt Vonnegut Jr. was an American writer. In a career spanning
over 50 years, Vonnegut published fourteen novels, three short
story collections, five plays, and five works of nonfiction. He
learned a life lesson at 15 that might be helpful to think about.
.
“When I was 15, I spent a month working on an archeological dig. I
was talking to one of the archeologists one day during our lunch
break and he asked me those questions you ask young people: Do
you play any sports? What's your favorite subject? And I told him,
no, I don't play any sports. I do theater, I'm in choir, I play the
violin and piano, I used to take art classes. And he went, "Wow,
that's amazing!" and I said, "Oh no, but I'm not good at any of
them."
And he said something then that I will never forget, and which
absolutely blew my mind because no one had ever said anything
like it to me before: "I don't think being good at thinks is the point
of doing them. I think you've got all these wonderful experiences
with different skills, and that all teaches you things and makes you
an interesting person, no matter how well you do them."

Noun

The
day-or-nighttime
cocktail many
have used to
unwind amid
remote work and
COVID-19
lockdowns.

And that honestly changed my life. Because I went from a failure,
someone who hadn't been talented enough at anything to excel, to
someone who did things because I enjoyed them.
Kurt Vonnegut
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I got myself a
seniors’ GPS.
Not only does it
tell me how to
get to my
destination, it
tells me why I
wanted to go
there.

Because of
COVID-19 for
the first time
since 1945 The
National
Spelling Bee is
cancel…cancul..
cansel…
It’s been called
off.

2021's Perennial Plant of the Year
Lesser calamint (Calamintha nepeta subsp. nepeta) is 2021's
Perennial Plant of the Year, an award given by the Perennial Plant
Association, a trade group of growers, nursery people and landscape
professionals. This adaptable, long-blooming plant is a compact
alternative to catmint (Nepeta). It is friendly to bees, butterflies, and
hummingbirds, all which feed at its flowers.

Exposure: Full sun, with some afternoon shade in hot areas
Flowers: tiny white flowers resembling baby's breath. The Bloom early summer
to the first frost
Foliage: Small, light green and mint scented.
Grows between 12 and 16 inches tall and wide,
How to grow it: full sun but benefits from a little afternoon shade. It is
adaptable to any soil type and it can withstand some drought once established.
Resistant to deer, and it is an excellent plant for pollinating insects and
hummingbirds. If the plant looks a bit bedraggled toward late summer, cut it back
by half for a flush of fresh growth. Leave the old stems standing over the winter
and cut them down to the ground in early spring. USDA Zones 5–9.

Information from: Horticulture Magazine <hortmag@hortmag.com

Mary Ellen Weiner
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How to Take Part in the Great Backyard Bird Count - National
...
www.audubon.org › news › how-take-part-great-backy...
The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is a free event that gets
bird watchers of all ages involved in counting birds. You are asked
to count birds for as little as 15 minutes (or as long as you wish) on
one or more days of the four-day event, this year held Friday,
February 12, through Monday, February 15, 2021. You can
participate from your own back yard. Then report your sightings
online at birdcount.org.
Each checklist submitted during the GBBC helps researchers at
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon
Society learn more about how birds are doing, and how to protect
them and the environment we share.
For more information on The 24th annual GBBC you can visit the
official website at birdcount.org.
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Garden To Do List February
It’s time to get outside, don’t wait for the groundhog to tell you that
spring is on the way. Many of the jobs that you can do this month will
give you a head start when temperatures warms up.

TRIMMING

https://www.almanac.co
m/winter-pruningguide-trees-and-shrubs

https://www.burpee.co
m/gardenadvicecenter/a
reas-of-interest/seedstarting/indoor-seedstarting/article10002.ht
ml

1. Prune trees and spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia, quince,
winter honeysuckle while still dormant.
2. Prune Crape myrtles, butterfly bush, group C and group B
clematis in late winter/early spring
3. Pull any weeds that have been snow covered such as bittercress.
4. Continue to feed the birds.
5. During a thaw, cut down ornamental grasses.
6. Remove any broken tree or shrub branches.
7. Cut back hybrid tea and repeat blooming roses before the buds
break. Leave one- time blooming roses until after they have
bloomed.
PLANTING
1. Sweeten acidic soil with wood ashes for plants that prefer a soil pH
of 7 or above.
2. Plant pansies, English daisies, and primrose as soon as the earth is
workable.
3. Daffodil, hyacinth, and crocus bulbs that have been forced into
bloom indoors can planted outside when weather turns mild. and let
the foliage die back naturally.
4. Plant blueberry bushes now.
5. After your amaryllis finishes blooming, cut off the stalk, but leave
the foliage. Treat it like an ordinary houseplant until next fall. Then
cut back the foliage, put it in a dark place, and stop watering. About
a month later bring it out, begin watering, put it in full sun to get it to
bloom.
6. Check seed packets to find out how long it takes the different
varieties to sprout. Mark the last frost date for your area on the
calendar and count back the number of weeks needed for sprouting.
This is the date you should sow your seeds indoors.

Page 11 of 12

Page 12 of 3

Page 11 of 11

Keeping Up With What’s Happening
Upcoming Events Around Our State
The Federations
president, Arlene
Field’s project as
president is: “Out
with the Invasive. In
with Natives. It is
time to take our
landscapes back.
One yard, one
garden, one park,
one town, one trail
at a time. The
eradication needs to
start now. We can
all make a
difference.”

Connecticut Horticultural Society: ‘Farming the
Land’ Virtual
February 18 • 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
und Us
Gardeners of North Haven: ‘Gardening Tips’
Virtual
Daytime Gardeners of North Haven: ‘Gardening
Tips’ Virtual
February 23 • 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
At one of our Garden Club meetings a few months
ago, a question was raised regarding the National
Garden Club’s scholarship and where the money
comes from. Margareta contacted the NGC
scholarship chair and got the following information
"Scholarship Fund, income is derived from one-half
of NGC Honorary Life Membership - NGC Life
Membership contributions, memorials, honoraria,
donations from members of State garden Clubs and
from investments.”
Also another thing Margareta found out was that the
scholarships are presented honoring past NGC
Presidents.

