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September 2021

REMINDERS

Dear Fellow Garden Enthusiasts,
What a pleasure it was to meet in person on September 8,
after so many of us are by now all Zoomed Out. Seeing
faces (albeit
masked)
A Member offamiliar
the Federated
Garden
Club ofand
CT,quite
Inc. a few new ones
very heartening.
As Chris
emphasized,
we want to
New Englandwas
Region:
National Garden
Clubs,
Inc.
listen and respond to members’ ideas, so please don’t
September 2017
hesitate to make this Your Club. Contact a Board member,
volunteer for a task, use the suggestion box!

Town & Country Garden Club
Newtown Connecticut

1. FLOWER
ARRANGING
WORKSHOP
October 6th
Library Meeting
Room 6 -8 pm
2. Next General
Meeting –
October 13 at the
Senior Center
6:00 pm
HOSTESSES
Joy Kopesky
Mae Grant
Chris Lincoln

3. Board Meeting
October 28 Library Meeting
Room

I attended the online FGCCT Presidents’ Meeting this month and learned that many
clubs are struggling to retain members after the long hiatus from meetings. Luckily,
Judy kept ours vibrant and relevant throughout the challenging 18 months and we
are one of the few clubs emerging stronger than ever.
Thinking back over the past growing season, I believe we were blessed in some
ways. Starting with my spring flowering bulbs, progressing to my peonies,
hydrangeas and Montauk daisies, Mother Nature’s show has been better than ever.
Whatever weather conditions caused this profusion, I welcome it back. Of course,
we had our share of wet weather and humidity … so we must take the bad with the
good.
At our first meeting, members shared their gardening successes and
disappointments. Among the winning annuals were Coleus, Begonia, Impatiens,
Zinnia, Lipstick Plant, Geranium, and Mandeville. Top-performing perennials were
Hydrangea, Heuchera, Ferns, Japanese Forest Grass, Agastache, Globe Thistle,
Peony, Coneflower, Hosta, Hypericum, and Roses. Quite a list! Disappointments
were Hibiscus, Yarrow, Lily, Pole Beans AND Deer damage, invasive weeds, and
just plain weeds!
Please consider taking charge of a Field Trip. Or enlist a co-coordinator and the two
of you may propose a trip and coordinate the details. It would be fun to get out
together and see something new!
Looking forward to October’s program: “Putting the Garden to Bed in Fall” and to
seeing many exhibits in a pumpkin inspired by Halloween! As we tuck away our
garden tools and say goodbye to our blooms, jot down a few reminders for next
spring on things you want to try, to repeat, or to discontinue. I put some sticky notes
on my 2022 calendar – otherwise, I am sure to forget everything!
Thank you all for your commitment to our club and our mission.
Cheers!
Barbara
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INSTALLATION DINNER JUNE 9
CO-PRESIDENTS:

Chris Lincoln &
Barbarea McCann
1st Vice President

Peggy Fillion
2nd V. Ps Co-Chairs

Gail Diminico &
Jan Gardner

Our Installation Dinner was held on June 9 at Sal e Pepe’s
Restaurant. It was great to have an opportunity to meet in person
after such a long time. Everyone enjoyed mingling and catching up.

BOARD MEMBERS 2021 -2022

Recording Sec.

Judy Beers
Treasurer

Joy Kopesky
Standing Committees
Awards

Jane Sharpe
Civic

Mary Ellen Weiner
Communications

Josie Schmidt
Membership

Denise Rod
Ways and Means

Peggy Fillion
Committee Chairs:
Conservation

Christine Johnson
Exhibits

Arline Shanley &
Margareta Kotch
Holiday Tree

Marianne Muskus
Horticulture

Barbara O’Connor
Hospitality

Jane Vouros &
Holly Walczak
Publicity

Diana Johnson
Sunshine

Arline Shanley

ISLAND CAPTAINS
Teri Doern, Mary Ellen Weiner, Jan Gardner,
Chris Lincoln, and Gail Friedman

3

PARTY GOERS
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On Sunday,
July 24 Jane
Sharpe held
an open
house as her
way of
thanking all
the people
who helped
her through
challenging
times during
her
recovery.
People came
with
spouses, and
friends, and
they were all
treated to a
wonderful
spread.

GATHERING AT
JANE’S HOUSE
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Gail Diminico
has these
beautiful
morning
glories just
wrap around
her mailbox.
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Barnwood Grill Fund Raiser
Town & Country held its first fund-raiser of the new season
on Wednesday, August 25th. Thanks, first & foremost, to
Arline Shanley, who set it up, and to the approximately 24
members who participated, (accompanied by many friends
and relatives), the event was fun and successful - - the food
was delicious, the service efficient and pleasant, the
atmosphere and ambiance unsurpassed, - - and (quite
important), a work-free way to support our club. It turned
out to be a win-win, for our club and for Barnwood.

A check for $1,000 was presented to Chris by Denard, the
owner, who indicated that their proceeds almost doubled,
compared to a typical Wednesday. This amount, however,
would have been lower had he used our usual tickets to
determine the amount. Instead, based on his
Wednesday comparisons, he chose to exceed our
expectations, and we thank him for his generosity.
Of course, a much more meaningful and consequential way
to show our appreciation is to patronize them whenever we
can – whenever we need a great meal in a gorgeous
environment, with efficient and pleasant service. The
Barnwood Grill has two locations, 5 Queen Street, Newtown
(203) 491-2215, and 2 Old Tomahawk St, Yorktown
Heights, (914) 248-8100 and is open from 11 am - 9 pm for
lunch and dinner. Pay them back by paying them a visit.
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Emi Lydem,
Judy Beers,
Barbara
O’Connor.,
Peggy Fillion,
Barbara
McCann. Gail
Diminico, Chris
Lincoln, and I
met on August
18 to put
together
hydrangea
wreaths to sell
at the Duck
Race and the
Tag Sale.

HYDRANGEA WORKSHOP
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Donors
Big Y World Class
Market
$50.00
Caraluzzi's, Newtown
Market
$100.00
Stop & Shop
$25.00
Barnwood Grill
$1000
Dana Holcombe
House

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
We'd like to thank those who volunteered their time at our booths at the Duck
Race and at the Tag Sale. (I hope I have given credit to everyone who helped in
ways big and small.)
DUCK RACE Workers

Chris Lincoln, Joy Kopesky,
Holly Walczak, Mae Grant,
Teri Doern, Jane Vouros,
Betsy Rickert, Marianne
Muskus, Judy Beers, Barbara
McCann, Teri Doern, Josie
Schmidt, Lina Williams,
Barbara O'Connor, Denise
Rod, Jan Gardner, Emi Lydem,
Karen Boyle

A special thank
you to Jane and
John Vouros who
not only provided
the great venue for
the tag sale, but
also donated a
plethora of
wonderful items
for the sale.

TAG SALE WORKERS
Jan Gardner, Judy Beers, Marianne Muskus, Chris Lincoln, Jane Vouros, Josie
Schmidt, Betsy Rickert, Christina Johnson, Carrie Kugler, Jane Sharpe, Barbara
McCann, Barbara O’Connor, Teri Do, Emi, Nancy Azzarro, Gail Diminico,
Denise Rod, Lina Williams, Joy Kopesky, Teri Doern, Gail Friedman, Holly
Walczak, Mary Ellen Weiner, Arline Shanley, Gail Friedman, and Alexis
Capaldo

Final profit from the two fundraisers was $1,133.76.
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EXHIBITS AT SEPTEMBER 8 MEETING
ARTISTIC DESIGN OF YOUR CHOICE
Jane Vouros

Peggy Townsend

PROGRAM

Marianne Muskus
Holly Kocet
presented a slide
show on
“Pollinators and
the Plants they
Love”

HORTICULTERE

Then Mary Wilson
explained the
Pollinator Pathway
and how it benefits
us all.

Teri Doern

Jane Vouros
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EXHIBITS FOR OCTOBER 13 MEETING

Artistic Design CREATIVE MASS DESIGN - Using fresh
materials in a pumpkin or container of your choice.
Creative mass design emphasizes a greater proportion of plant material
and components other than space. The silhouette of the design is
visually closed, and the rhythm contained within. Open spaces may be
incorporated within the closed silhouette.

Inspiration – HALLOWEEN

HORTICULTURE
DISPLAY
GUIDELINES
1. Cut Specimens to be
exhibited in clean,
transparent container,
does not have to be
colorless, but stem/s
should be viewed
through container.
2. Cut specimens
should not have
foliage below water
line.
3. Container should be
in pleasing proportion
to the specimens.
4. Wedging material,
such as plastic wrap,
wood, sprig of
evergreen, is allowed
to improve the
specimen’s pose.
5. Fill out the
Horticulture entry card
with the Botanical
name as well as the
common.

HORITCULTURE
1 shrub or tree branch, with colorful fruit, seed pods, or leaves. (Not to
exceed 30 inches.)
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LET’S TAKE A FIELD TRIP

Grace Farms

This year The Garden Club is hoping to coordinate a few field
trips. We are looking for people who might be willing to
volunteer to coordinate one field trip, If we could get 4 field
trips in the works, it would be so much fun. Here are a few
ideas that Barbara McCann came up with to get you thinking
FIELD TRIP, but we are open to any trips that you might come
up with.

Possible venues:

Old Drake Hill Bridge

Roseland Cottage

Butter-McCook House

1. Grace Farms, 365 Lukes Wood Road, New Canaan, CT gracefarms.org
Grace Farms’ open architecture is designed to break down barriers
between people and nature. The extensive use of wood and spectacular 360degree views of the landscape creates a warm invitation to pause and
reflect, while encouraging engagement with each other.
The land on which Grace Farms sits – almost 80 acres of natural landscape
with 10 diverse habitats – creates an environment to bring together diverse
communities around common pursuits.
2. Old Drake Hill Flower Bridge, 1 Old Bridge Road, Simsbury, CT
The Old Drake Hill Flower Bridge in Simsbury, Connecticut is an example
of 19th century metal-truss bridge construction. Originally designed and
built in 1892, it spans 183 feet and carries a 12-foot roadway suspended 18
feet over the beautiful Farmington River. It was originally designed as a
one lane, one way bridge used for vehicular traffic.
In 1996, inspired by the Bridge of Flowers in Shelburne Falls, MA, groups
began to develop community gardens on & around the historic Old Drake
Hill Bridge. The 72 flower boxes on the bridge are replaced by Simsbury
High School students.
The bridge was retained as a pedestrian & bicycle way and placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1984. The cost of restoration was
approximately $575,000, 80% paid by a Federal Transportation Grant.
The Bridge is used by hikers, bicyclists, and pedestrians.
3. Roseland Cottage, 556 Route 169, Woodstock, CT
A Summer Country Retreat for the Bowens, built in 1846, with extensive
gardens.
4. Butler-McCook House and Garden, 396 Main Street, Hartford, CT
The Butler-McCook House & Garden, the only 18th-century home still

remaining on Hartford’s Main Street, is a time capsule of
Hartford’s past and the history of one family. Rather than
displaying this house at a single moment in its past, Connecticut
Landmarks preserves the house with all the changes that took
place over time.

Page 12 of 15

FLOWER ARRANGING WORKSHOP
October 6th
Library Meeting Room 6 -8 pm

First, Peggy and Arline will demonstrate how to
make a simple flower arrangement. Then workshop
participants will design their own arrangement with
a vase and flowers provided for them.
This will be a fun learning experience with lots of
tips and discussion.
There will be a $10.00 fee to participate. Peggy and
Arline need to know ahead of time how many
people will attend so they can purchase the needed
supplies. All you will need to bring that night are
your clippers.
Please call Arline ASAP 203-426-2652, and you
can leave a message if she does not answer.
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(203) 426-0805
97 South Main
Street
Newtown, Ct

With so many restaurants sadly closing their doors this
past year due to the catastrophic shutdowns, public fear and
complicated extended financial hardships resulting from
Covid19, we are so very happy that our favorite local restaurant,
Sal e Pepe’s Bistro, is standing strong. While many floundered
during the long closures, Angelo, his wife, Renia, and his staff,
re-invented their take-out and delivery services, and simply did
what any strong, forward-thinking business does - - whatever
the hell it takes.
I visited last weekend with a few old friends who had
(ridiculously) never been there and we sat outside in the covered,
nicely lighted, and nicely-spread-out tent on a mild September
night. We started out with Maine Mussels with Gorgonzola
Cream Sauce and Garlic Bread with Mozzarella. We all knew
that’s really all we needed, (wine and delicious appetizers), but,
of course, we ordered dinner, anyway. Excellence that’s hard to
describe.
These are the months that we can truly show our
appreciation for their sponsorship as we couldn’t do last year - in three ways; patronize, recommend and, every bit as
important, VOTE. CT Magazine is conducting a contest for
their 2022 Readers Choice Award. Vote for your favorite
restaurant by going to https salepeperestaurant.com then on
the first page click to vote for Sal’s in every category applicable.
ASAP.
Autumn in Connecticut is lovely - - and SHORT. Take
advantage of the mild evenings by relaxing in the quiet
atmosphere of Sal e Pepe’s covered deck with twinkling lights
and when the sun goes down, the heaters go on.
Extraordinary comfort-food and safety at the same time.
Why in the world should we stay home? (By the way, the inside
space is safe and pleasant, too).
Chris Lincoln, Co-President
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(203) 775-2214
25 Obtuse Road
South
Brookfield, CT

Autumn in Connecticut is always lovely - - and
SHORT. One of the most important GOTTA-GO-TO
places in the Fall is Shakespeare’s Garden in Brookfield.
It is the most inspirational garden center you can find in
CT with each and every person who works there having
their own area of expertise. Even if you just go to browse
through the beautiful property and greenhouses, you’ll
come away with new ideas and new enthusiasm for your
own home and property.
Mums, large and small, of every different color,
pumpkins and gourds of every size and kind, house
plants and succulents in distinctive and unusual
containers, as well as unique gifts of all types, can’t help
but bring out your own creativity and make you see all
the out-of-the-ordinary possibilities.
If you’ve been, you should KNOW. If you haven’t
been, you should GO. It’s a very special place for all
seasons, but also very different for every season. You
will truly feel better and more relaxed when you leave.
More alive and more inspired - - less tense and less
stressed - - And somehow, happier. All gardeners know
that flowers make us happy.
Don’t miss Shakespeare’s in the Fall. Tell them
that Town & Country thinks they’re the greatest !
Chris Lincoln, Co-President
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President
Polly Brooks
(Litchfield Garden Club)

First Vice President
Karin Pyskaty
(Wallingford Garden Club)

Second Vice President
Nan Merolla
(Wilton Garden Club)

The Federations president, Arlene Field’s project as
president is: “Out with the Invasive. In with Natives. It
is time to take our landscapes back. One yard, one
garden, one park, one town, one trail at a time. The
eradication needs to start now. We can all make a
difference.”
The Federations president, Arlene Field’s project as
president is: “Out with the Invasive. In with Natives. It
is time to take our landscapes back. One yard, one
garden, one park, one town, one trail at a time. The
eradication needs to start now. We can all make a
difference.”

Recording Secretary
Kathy Feller
(Long Hill Garden Club)

Treasurer
Shirley Hall
(Wallingford Garden Club)

Corresponding
Secretary
Lynda Brown
(Manchester Garden Club)

Finance Officer
Terry Lubman
(Riverside Garden Club)

Parliamentarian
Jean Stetz-Puchalski
(Easton Garden Club)

92nd Annual Awards Meeting A Zoom Webinar

October 27 • 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

