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REMINDERS
Dear Fellow Garden Enthusiasts,

Town & Country Garden Club
What a gift was this gorgeous
extended Autumn!
Mother
Newtown
Connecticut

1. No General
Meeting in
December or
January

2. Holiday Party
Thursday
December 16
starting at 5:00
p.m. at the
Newtown
Country Club
3. Next General
Meeting –
February 9 at the
Senior Center
6:00 pm
HOSTESSES
Barbara
O’Connor
Arline Shanley
Josie Schmidt
Gail Friedman
4. Board Meeting
February 24, 6-8
Library Meeting
Room

tried herGarden
best all Club
year long
to Inc.
make up for whatever
A Member ofNature
the Federated
of CT,
she certainly
did not disappoint.
New EnglandCovid-19
Region: ruined,
Nationaland
Garden
Clubs, Inc.
Let’s hope that the conditions that led to the profusion of
September
blooms this year is repeated next season.

2017

As we returned to in-person meetings in September, it has been wonderful to see
each other’s smiles, to catch up with old friends once again, and to welcome an
exciting group of new members. No matter what that virus tossed our way, we
continued to make a lasting impact on our community in many ways, from
beautification to enrichment and education. But even more, we have stuck together
as a sisterhood to ensure that everyone has come through to the other side more or
less in one piece.
Did you know that Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut selected our club to
receive the “Outstanding Garden Club Award” for medium-sized clubs, representing
five consecutive years of exceptional community service? This is an extraordinary,
unsolicited honor! In addition, our Josie Schmidt received an award for Excellence
in Communications. Now, that is well deserved!
Heading into our quiet season, now that we have tucked away our tools and our
clogs, it’s time to start planning for next year. Mark your calendars for the FGCCT
Rhythm and Blooms Flower Show, February 24-27. To become inspired to create
something beautiful, attend a “Beyond Beginnings” floral design workshop.
Information can be found on the Federated web page: ctgardenclubs.org … And if
you don’t want to design, you can be the judge. Every month, a class of four designs
from past shows will be available for you to judge as first, second, third, and
honorable mention (fourth). The votes are tallied and then compared with the
judges’ rankings. So fun!
Hope to see you All at the Holiday Party at Newtown Country Club on December
16!
On behalf of Chris and the Board, we wish you Peace and Blessings during this
Holiday Season!
Barbara

DESIGN EXHIBITS NOVEMBER 10
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THINK
AHEAD

Traditional
Mass Design

Artistic Design
for February will
be petite design,
no bigger than
twelve inches in
any direction.

Inspiration
Thanksgiving

While you are in
on those cold
winter nights
you might want
to practice one
of these designs.

Barbara O’Connor Blue Ribbon

Arline Shanley 90+

Barbara McCann

Jane Vouros 90+

Marianne Muskus
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NOVEMBER 10 PROGRAM

Mark Kokinchak presented a lecture on
“Woodboring Insects.” He explained that most insect borers are
attracted to weakened, damaged, dying, or dead plants. These are
referred to as “secondary invaders” because they attack only after a
plant has been weakened by another stress and they are a symptom of
other problems with the health of the tree or shrub. Infestations often
go unnoticed until plants or parts of plants begin to die or show
external signs of damage.

NEXT PROGRAMOur next general meeting will be February 9, and the program has not
been set yet.
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NOVEMBER 20TH ISLAND ONE CLEANUP

ISLAND 1
TEAM
Mary Ellen,
Nancy, Gail, Mae.
Diana Joy, Betsy,
Denise, Josie,
Jane, Holly, Carol

Teri, Jane, Carol, Denise, Mae, Gail, and Mary Ellen
Teri

Jane, Mae, Denise

Josie

Mary Ellen
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ISLAND TWO CLEANUP

ISLAND 2
TEAM
Gail, Peggy F.,
Elizabeth,
Barbara O.
Jane., Jackson,
Peggy T.,
Lina, Judy
Alexis, Nancy

Jane and Lina

Judy

Peggy T. and Gail

Barbara O’Connor
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ISLAND THREE CLEANUP
Arline , Jan, Karen. and Elaine

ISLAND 3
TEAM

Jan, Chris,
Judy, Karen,
Christine,
Carrie, Emi,
Barbara Mc.
Arline. Elaine

Chris and Elaine

Arline designed this beautiful
arrangement and brought it to Linda
and Allen Sheppard to thank them
for the use of their hose and the
water used by Island 3 during the
summer.
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BEFORE

AFTER

TRIMMING THE TREE AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER
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The next
newsletter will
be out at the end
of January. In
the meantime, if
you have a
houseplant
photo that you
would like to
share or a plant
with an
interesting story,
please consider
sending the
information to
me. It could
make for some
interesting and
fun winter
reading.
josieschmidtct@
gmail.com

INTERESTING HOUSE PLANT
Marianne has been separating a Sansevieria snake plant (succulent), also called mothersin-laws tongue, at the Senior Center from one giant overgrown plant.

She notices a flower growing in the center. When she looked it up, she found that the
plant will produce a flower stalk when it is mildly and continually stressed and this
one is way overgrown. There are still several sections to be repotted. It's a huge
endeavor, and she thinks they will be given away when the time comes to deal with
this project. They have already separated one pot and made up four pots with the
younger plants.
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(203) 426-0805
97 South Main
Street
Newtown, Ct

Sal e Pepe’s Restaurant is the perfect place to enjoy lunch or
dinner during this holiday season. I took my daughter and
granddaughters there to celebrate her birthday last week. I was
surprised and pleased to see how crowded it was - - every table
full with a line waiting. But the kids were starving, and I was
worried that if they were still short-staffed (as many other
restaurants and businesses are), I thought the service might be
slow. Well, no worries were necessary!
The service was excellent ! The waiter was attentive, pleasant,
and efficient, and took the time to explain (and recommend)
the drinks and entrees so that everyone was very happy with
their choices. MY Short Rib Ravioli and Salt & Pepper
Martini was D-E-L-I-C-I-O-U-S. For an unswerving white
wine (nothing else) lover, and a boring, unadventurous,
chicken lover - - it was quite awakening, for sure. I recommend
it highly and can’t wait to have it again. Farewell, boring white
wine and same old, same old chicken !! Maybe my taste
buds are finally growing up. Treat yourself at Sal e Pepe’s this
Christmas season. Your taste buds deserve it.

It pays to sign up for their Rewards
Program. For every dollar you spend you’ll earn points towards
a certificate, redeemable on your next visit. Just go to
Salepeperestaurant.com/royalty.php.
Chris Lincoln
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CHRISTMAS AT SHAKESPEARE’S GARDEN

WREATHS

PATIO

ARRANGEMENTS

(203) 775-2214
25 Obtuse Road
South
Brookfield, CT

MANTEL PIECES

FRASER FIR TREES

If you are looking for holiday decorations check out Shakespeare’s
Garden in Brookfield. Town & Country’s sponsor. They offer a
variety of fresh green designs for your home . Their inside gift shop
also has a variety of unique gifts to choose from.
If you are looking for a fresh holiday floral arrangement Kasia,
Steve’s wife, and Dorota, Flower Designer, demonstrate their
expertise in all their creations, which makes it hard to choose and
even harder to resist. Town & Country recommends a visit - - it will
not disappoint, and it won’t be your last!
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a difference.”

The Annual Awards Meeting was a Zoom
Webinar held on October 27.
1.

President
Polly Brooks
(Litchfield Garden Club)

First Vice President
Karin Pyskaty
(Wallingford Garden Club)

At our November 10 meeting, Jane Sharpe, awards chairperson,
presented two Federated Garden Club awards from the Awards
Meeting. One was the “Outstanding Garden Club Award” given
to a medium-sized clubs, representing five consecutive years of
exceptional community service. In addition, Josie Schmidt
received an award for Excellence in Communications for the
newsletter.

Second Vice
President
Nan Merolla
(Wilton Garden Club)
Recording Secretary
Kathy Feller
(Long Hill Garden Club)

Treasurer
Shirley Hall
(Wallingford Garden Club)

Corresponding
Secretary
Lynda Brown
(Manchester Garden Club)

Finance Officer
Terry Lubman
(Riverside Garden Club)

Parliamentarian
Jean Stetz-Puchalski
(Easton Garden Club)

2. Newtown Garden Club Sale, Saturday December 4 at
Edmond Town Hall from 9 – 12.
3. the
Connecticut
Flower
Show: ‘Rhythm
and
Blooms’
most community
involvement
over a 5-year
period.
The
second award was a commendation certificate to Josie Schmidt
February 24, 2022 - February 27, 2022
for the newsletter.
CT Flower Show is a breathtaking event for floral and garden
enthusiasts in the state. Connecticut Flower & Garden Show is a
premier flower show in the state related to the horticulture industry.
This regional event is set to start on 24 February 2022, Thursday in
Hartford, CT

