Town & Country Garden Club Membership Meeting Minutes
Community/Senior Center
November 12, 2025
Social gathering with refreshments 5:30 to 6 pm
Opening Remarks:   The meeting was called to order at 6:05 by Holly Walczak   She thanked the hostesses of the evening, Nancy Azzaro, Mae Grant, and Nancy Scallon.
The minutes of the October meeting were approved.  
Mae Grant and Donna Miklaszewski were congratulated for their November birthdays.
Holly asked whether or not everyone is receiving Federated Garden Clubs newsletters.  She urged us all to read them to become aware of all their offerings and activities, including courses on conducting a flower show.  Hillary Goldstein plans to take one of these courses to deepen her interest in the subject.
Volunteers are needed to plant daffodils this coming Saturday at the Sandy Hook Memorial.  
Projects:  Josie Schmidt and Arline Shanley reported they had met with Amy Mangold of Parks and Rec about the Nature Walk.  They will probably call for a committee in early spring to plan the May event.
Holly reported that Jane has met with the Nunnawauk director about the Bee Resilient Project.  Together they identified a possible site and got permission from the resident who currently cares for it to transform it into a new garden.  Meanwhile, Chris Lincoln talked to the person responsible for the Senior Center grounds maintenance about a possible site.  There are two options, and a meeting will soon be scheduled to discuss them.
Treasurer: Teri Doern reported that our current checking account balance is $$6,497.00.  She attended the annual Federated zoom meeting for club treasurers on October 24th and is happy to report that we are practicing the procedures discussed, such as tracking income and expenses and creating an annual budget, among others.  The meeting reminded her to use the Federated website as a resource.
Scarecrow Project:  Teri announced that this year’s entry earned honorable mention for “Fan Favorite” and received many compliments by email, text, and social media.  Some people even stopped to take a selfie with our Mary Poppins!  The project wouldn’t have been possible without the engineering skill of Bob Schmidt and his helper, Jane Vouros.  The team also included Josie Schmidt, Chris Lincoln, Heather Strasburger, Denise Rod, Susan Day Adams, and Mary Ellen Weiner.  The entry earned a gift basket from New Sylum which will be raffled off at the Holiday Party.  
 Awards:   Barbara McCann said that 14 club members attended the FGCCT Awards Luncheon on October 22, where our club won three awards.  One award went to Chris Lincoln for her dedication to and accomplishments for the club since 2013.  Another award went to Jane Sharpe in appreciation for the many years’ worth of summer gatherings we have enjoyed at her home.  The third award honored the Christmas Tree Committee for their long-time involvement and the 60th anniversary tree last December.  Barbara also noted that attendees offered several suggestions for next year’s awards applications.
Conservation:  Nancy Azzaro spoke about the many bird sanctuaries around Connecticut owned by the Connecticut Audubon Society, including one in Westport, New Canaan, and Goshen.  These many sites must be maintained on a regular basis and are open to the public.
Horticulture:  Susan Day Adams explained how to create an outdoor holiday planter.  Avoid using a porous container.  Use sand or soil as your base.  Begin the arrangement with a focal point, often a branch, and add evergreens of various type, remembering to drape some over the edges.  Then add items of interest such as pine cones and berries.  Be sure to water well and perhaps spray with Wilt Proof, a plant preservative.
Outreach:  Joy Kopesky presented this month’s outreach opportunities on behalf of Joan Alexander, who could not attend the meeting.  These included a book sale and signing (A Tour of Newtown) at Aquila’s Nest on November 20th, with proceeds going to Lions Club charities; the greens sale sponsored by the Garden Club of Newtown on December 6th at the Congregational Church; and the Salvation Army Bell Ringing volunteers the first two weekends in December at Dunkin Donuts sponsored by FONS.  Handouts were provided.
Sunshine:  Nancy Scallon sent a condolence card to Jan Gardner on the loss of her husband.  There will be a wake at Honan Funeral Home on Friday, followed by a gathering at the Newtown Congregational Church.  It was suggested that we send a thank-you card to Planters’ Choice and Castle Hill for donating plant material for the fall displays on the three islands.  Holly said there will be a discussion at the next Board meeting about the various guidelines for the Sunshine Chair, since there are so many potential occasions for flowers and cards.
Ways and Means:  Chris Lincoln said we netted $255 from our fundraiser at The Brunch House.  She sent a Letter to the Editor of the Newtown Bee thanking the restaurant for its participation.  The amount  wasn’t as high as other years because the restaurant doesn’t offer dinner, when alcoholic drinks increase the bills.
Website/Newsletter/Photographer:  Josie reminded everyone to send pictures and items of interest for the November newsletter.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 pm.  
Exhibits:  Three lovely arrangements with a “button shop” theme were discussed (but not judged) by Margareta Kotch and Arline Shanley.
Program:  Cathy Ritch gave a demonstration of ways to create a “long, low floral design”, and the resulting four centerpieces were raffled off.
Respectfully submitted,   Joy Kopesky, Recording Secretary
