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Town & Country Garden Club
Newtown Connecticut
Member of The Federated Garden Clubs of CT, Inc. New
England Garden Clubs, Inc. and National Garden Clubs, Inc.
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This past year, UGLY Mr. Covid tried very hard to dampen our spirits
but Mother Nature triumphed with an unmatched abundance of spring
flowers and summer blossoms helping to soothe our spirits and ease the
anxiety of - - - -UGLY Mr. Covid. And, even now, the end of
October, many summer annuals are still standing strong and strutting
their stuff, making this growing season longer than usual and pleasing to
the eye.
Autumn! New England’s most dramatic season – visually. It may not
be the most stunning of Octobers, but it is, undeniably, a beautiful time
of year. I hope we can all take a deep breath, get outdoors, plant a few
bulbs while preparing our gardens for winter (in as environmentally safe
way as possible) and fully appreciate this incredible season in our very
pretty little town.
We’re excited and pleased to hear so much enthusiasm and new ideas
from our members - -on how to grow our club and our gardeners, as
well as our gardens- - and how to cultivate and foster our commitment
to and involvement in our community. So, as we start to bundle up, it’s
crucial that we all do our best to stay heathy so that we can keep on
meeting and learning, in person, with our fellow gardeners.
Chris Lincoln
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BIOGRAPHY LILLEBA PETERSON
Lilleba Peterson was born in Oslo Norway a few years before World War II began.
Although she was an only child, she had an extended family both in Oslo and in the
countryside. Her grandfather began to establish different kinds of businesses and
successfully invested in real estate.
During the war, for about five years, Norway became occupied by German troops.
When her father went away for three of those years to join the underground resistance
(The Norwegian Brigade in Scotland), she and her mother often stayed with different
family members, including her grandparents who lived on a farm outside of Oslo.
She recalls the English bombing the German occupiers who had moved into Norway. And remembers the
sound of the sirens. Food was rationed and hard goods, such as clothing was not available, so they patched
and reused their clothes.
Lilleba began cross country skiing when she was 2 years old, beginning at her front door. She only
stopped skiing 2 years ago.
When she was 5 years old, she attended a special school that focused on music and myriad types of the arts.
This included dancing of all kinds, piano (which she studied for 10 years), and after the war ended,
gymnastics. She even joined The Girl Scouts.
She began attending an all-girls school during the last year of the war when she was 7 years old.
The schools were set up in private homes because the actual school buildings were occupied by the German
military. Russian prisoners were kept in barracks which were built on the school playgrounds. The
teachers were all accredited however, and she spent first through seventh grade in this manner. Her father
returned home during this time, and he continued to serve in the military.
Her summers were wonderful! In 1955 Lilleba joined an international student organization that
sponsored trips abroad. That summer she chose to work in England. She worked, picking
strawberries, with students from 'all over, even Hong Kong and Taiwan'. After this experience, she and a
girlfriend went to Paris and stayed awhile with a family friend.
The world was expanding for Lilleba and so where her opportunities! She began by biking around Europe
with three other girlfriends when she was 14. These summertime trips continued for four years. This was a
very popular thing for teens to do at that time: hostels were clean, numerous, safe and inexpensive. The
first summer they went to Denmark for three weeks, staying in hostels along the way to Copenhagen. The
second year they ended up in Stockholm, Sweden. Her next trip was hitch-hiking with a girlfriend from
Hamburg, Germany to Paris, France. And the last, by train and bus to Italy via Holland, Belgium, and
France.
For the next several years Lilleba attended a school of art and design in Denmark. This included fine art
painting, doll fashions , fabric design, wall hangings, and more!

3.
When she was 21, her uncle and aunt who lived in Fairfield Connecticut, invited her to visit them in the U
S. It took a year to finally acquire her visa, but she arrived by boat and stayed with them. Her uncle was a
builder and architect (and subsequently designed the house she still lives in, in Newtown).
She met her husband Bernard, who was a Connecticut State Trooper, when her aunt arranged a blind date.
Though they continued to date, she moved to New York City and lodged in a dormitory for single women
in the Germantown section of Manhattan at 82nd St. and 3rd Ave It was run by the Lutheran Church and
provided breakfast and dinner.
She was hired by Bergdorf Goodman as a milliner, designing hats, which were immensely popular at that
time.
In 1962 she married Bernard and they returned to Connecticut and moved into the home her uncle had
designed. They raised their son and daughter in Newtown, but their summers were spent in Norway in
a family-owned vacation home at the seashore. Bernard died in 1984.
Then, she met David Luessenhop who became her loving partner for more than 25 years. They shared a love
of skiing, world traveling and gardening. Because he was able to take an early retirement from Texaco, they
'drove around the world' including, the Orient, Falklands, Antarctica, even climbing a mountain at Cape
Horn along the Drake Passage. David passed away in 2014.
Lilleba has been a member of The Town & Country Club for 45 years, has served on the Board of The
International Club and was a member of The Newtown Woman's Club for 45 years where she competed in
state level 'arts & crafts' shows, winning many awards including several 'Best in Show' awards. She
continues to visit her condo in Oslo each summer, often accompanied by her children. She still maintains
her lovely home and pristine gardens and is grateful that her children live in the area and can offer a helping
hand when needed.

10/18/21
Written by Diana Johnson
(If you would like to have your biography included in an upcoming newsletter but are hesitant to write it out, please contact
Diana @ dianajohnson5418. She is our publicity chairman and would be more than happy to interview you to collect your story
details and write it up for you.)
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ISLAND

NEWS

Fall Plantings on Island 1
ISLAND 1

ISLAND 2
Island 2 team met at Jane Sharpe’s.
They decide on a fall schedule and what
bulbs to plant. Look for muscari and
snowdrops next spring…. That’s Jackson
Sharpe and Jane Sharpe in the back, Gail
Friedman, Lian Williams, and Barbara
O’Connor. Other members not in the photo
were Peggy Fillion, and Elizabeth Hamed
Arline, Donna, Christina, Jan, Karen

ISLAND 3
Jan, Chris and Donna
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SUPPORTING FELLOW GARDEN CLUB
Many of our members joined the Garden Club of Newtown at Rock Ridge
Country Club to celebrate their 60 years as a club. The guest speaker was Ellen
Ecker Ogden who discussed her book, The Art of Gardening.

Back row: Jane Vouros, Josie, Diana, Jan, Teri
Front Row: Chris, Jane Sharpe, Marianne
Emi enjoyed the luncheon with us too, but we missed getting her into the photo.

Joy loved this flower arranging quote that Sandy Motyka sent her in a recent
email, and she wanted to share it. It gives us permission to find joy and
confidence in the act of working with plant materials.
"There are three ways to look at working with flowers: 1. arranging flowers
— pick ‘em and put ‘em in water and a nice container and let them arrange
themselves. 2. flower arranging according to florist and garden club
predetermined rules — very nice designs and polite color combinations. 3.
Sogetsu, the Japanese art of wabi-sabi, using whatever plant material is
available (even the not so pretty stuff), anything can be a container, then take
risks and get creative! I like all three!"
Sandy
If you would like to be in contact with Sandy here is here information:
Sandy & Walt Motyka
67 Kate’s Path at King’s Way
Yarmouth Port, MA 02675
Cell phone: 203-667-0297
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FLOWER ARRANGING WORKSHOP
On October 6th Arline and Peggy held a flower arranging workshop for club
members at the Booth Library.
Chris
Peggy & Arline

At the end of the night everyone brought home their beautiful arrangement.
Barb

Judy

Betsy

Peggy
Jan

Teri

Denise

Jane

Joy
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HORITCULTURE
Barbara O’Connor

EXHIBITS AT THE October 13 MEETING
ARTISTIC DESIGN: CREATIVE MASS
Jane Vouros
Marianne Muskus

Cousy
Dogwood

Karen Fowler

Barbara O’Connor

Winterberry
Judy Beers

Barbara O’Connor

Jose

Josie Schmidt

Calacopa

Arline Shanley
Peggy Townsend
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November 10 GENERAL MEETING
Artistic- Traditional Mass Design -using fresh and/or dry
materials

Raffle

The Ways &
Means
Committee
will be
raffling off a
$25.00
Caraluzzi
gift card at
the
November
meeting.

Traditional Mass Design:
A traditional mass design has an abundance of flowers with a range of
forms and sizes that are arranged in a closed silhouette form that has few
open void areas within the design having more solids than voids.
There is a fully developed focal area yet defined linear pattern.
The design is primarily symmetrical in the form of a sphere,
oval, or pyramid.
Inspiration – THANKSGIVING

REMINDER: all exhibits must be in and on the table for judging by 5:45 for the
judges to have enough time to view them before the meeting begins. Also, Arline and
Margareta would like to encourage new members to try an exhibit, and they can
display their design on the "unjudged" table if they would prefer.

HORTICULTURE –
1. A house plant grown for bloom

.

2. House plant grown for foliage

OCTOBER 13 PROGRAM
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This is the front and
back of a pumpkin
that Chris made for
her grandson.

October 13
Michele MacKinnon
Michele discussed methods of fall
maintenance that safeguard existing
and future generations of
pollinators, at the same time
preserving and improving soil
quality. She emphasizes sustainable
practices that acknowledge our
desire for tidiness while preserving
plant matter that nourishes and
shelters wildlife through the winter
and into the next year.

NOVEMBER 10 - PROGRAM

“Wood boring insects demystified”.
Mark Kokinchak

Mark has a degree in Environmental Horticulture from
UCONN and has earned a state issued Custom Grounds 3A and
Arborist 3D licensing. He has over 35 years of experience in
landscaping, tree and shrub maintenance, as well as turf
management. His emphasis has been on fertility, cultural
practices, and the control of insects and diseases.
Diana and Joy decided to
decorate the entrance to
their road for Halloween.

In his presentation Mark will explain why wood boring insets
attack trees and how you might prevent their attack and what if
anything can be done about it.
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I did not have a
vegetable garden but
did have one tomato
that started growing
in my compost pile.

GARDEN TIPS FOR NOVEMBER
1. Pant bulbs in the first week of November.
2. Dig dahlia tubers and gladiola bulbs after a hard frost and store
them indoors in peat moss.
3. Cut peonies (not the tree variety) down to 3" above the ground,
clear away any summer mulch and debris but do not mulch for
the winter.
4. Cut back perennials that were covered in powdery mildew during
the summer. Cut stalks to the ground and dispose of them.

Josie

Here is an 11-ft tall
sunflower that Nancy
Cullen grew this past
summer. The stem
was about an inch in
diameter.

5. Wait to spread winter mulch until after the ground has frozen.
Mulching beforehand can delay dormancy and makes a good
home for voles.
6. Use small stakes or markers where you've planted bulbs or late
starting spring plants in the perennial garden to avoid
disturbing them when you begin spring soil preparation.
7. Cut back most perennials to 3-4 inches, but ornamental grasses can
be left to provide winter interest.
8. Pull annuals and add them to the compost pile. For annuals that
self-seed, allow some seed-laden stems to remain in place.
9. Once the ground has frozen (but before it snows), mulch fall
planted perennials by placing 3 to 5 inches of pine needles,
straw, chopped leaves around them.
10. Leave seed heads on ornamental grasses for winter interest.

November Gardening Tips - UConn Home & Garden ...
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu ›
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(203) 426-0805
97 South Main
Street
Newtown, Ct

This month, we celebrated our club, and our association with Sal e Pepe’s
Restaurant, (our favorite local Bistro), by getting together on Thursday, October
21 for drinks and appetizers. There were three “excuses” to hold this little, casual
event; to thank Sal e Pepe for their sponsorship, to get to know our new members
and to reunite with some of our recently retired members,
For a couple of hours, approximately 20 members mellowed out with our
favorite wines and tried some of the home-made, custom-created - - can’t find
anywhere else - - Martinis and Margheritas, and, equally as important, socially
reconnected and reunited. The cost per person was only $5.00 with a cash bar,
and hors d’oeuvres that just kept on coming, (including pizza slices, garlic bread
with melted mozzarella cheese, rice balls and meat balls, etc.) which made these
few “happy hours” - - spent in a welcoming setting, on a lovely, crisp October
evening - - quite enjoyable for all who attended.
Angelo and his wife, Renia, are not new to authentic Italian cuisine or to the
restaurant business, in general. He was born in the town of Busto Arsizio in
North Italy and came to the U.S. when he was only 3 years old. Although their
home base was Stamford, CT, Angelo has lived in Belgium, Holland and Texas,
and this experience with different cultures gave him a thirst for learning the
language - - he’s fluent in English, Italian, Dutch and Spanish. He graduated
from UCONN with a degree in Finance.

Check out their informative website, salepeperestaurant.com, to see full
descriptions and pictures of their to-die-for entrees, desserts, and drinks. If
you visit and enjoy it, we encourage you to take the time to give them a good
review on Google, Yelp or Trip Advisor as their website does not offer a review
option.

Chris Lincoln
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(203) 775-2214
25 Obtuse
Road
South
Brookfield,
CT

Let’s take a little stroll through Shakespeare’s Garden and get to know
it a little better.
As gardeners, we are all familiar with this 30+ year-old business which
seems to get better each year. We may like to wander through the pleasant
acreage of healthy shrubs, trees, annuals and perennials, fountains,
statues, and water features - - to help us reimagine our own property and
get new enthusiasm and ideas - - we may love to meander through their
well-stocked and organized greenhouses. Or, we may visit solely to
saunter into their unique barnwood gift shop, which has ventured into new
product lines and seems to always have the perfect gift for the hard-toplease - - or, just as important, that unusual “something” for yourself.
The key here is - take your time - to experience and appreciate all that
Shakespeare’s IS.
Now, let’s look at what Shakespeare’s Garden DOES. A primary focus
of Shakespeare’s is using their many years of expertise in every way they
can. Their exceptional gardening and landscaping experts can help with
detailed maintenance programs as well as Spring and Fall clean-ups.
They can design containers and flower beds with installations, and
provide the care and requirements needed to keep them beautifully
growing year after year. They offer consultations at your home. They’ll
plant for you a single tree or a complete design and installation. They’ll
not only SELL mulch, soil, fertilizer, and all landscaping materials, but, if
wanted, they WILL mulch, soil, fertilize and landscape.

The owners, Steve and Mark Fancher, are not the only experts and
horticulturists at this facility. Every person in this exceptional business is
an expert in their craft, which shows in every creation that you see… as
you stroll.
Chris Lincoln
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a difference.”

Keeping Up - What’s Happening At the State Level

1. Judges Council Meeting
November 16 • 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
President
Polly Brooks
(Litchfield Garden Club)

First Vice President
Karin Pyskaty

2. FGCCT BOD Meeting
November 17 • 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
November 2021

(Wallingford Garden Club)

Second Vice
President
Nan Merolla
(Wilton Garden Club)

Around Us:
1. Holiday Arrangements from Nature’s Bounty –
Pomperaug Valley Garden Club
November 9 • 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
Woodbury Fire House

Recording Secretary
Kathy Feller
(Long Hill Garden Club)

Treasurer
Shirley Hall
(Wallingford Garden Club)

Corresponding
Secretary
Lynda Brown
(Manchester Garden Club)

Finance Officer
Terry Lubman
(Riverside Garden Club)

Parliamentarian
Jean Stetz-Puchalski
(Easton Garden Club)

2. A Creative Holiday: North Haven Garden Club
November 11 • 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
North Haven Congregational Church,

DANBURY GARDEN CLUB’S HOLIDAY LUNCHEON &
BOUTIQUE
TRADITIONAL AND CREATIVE DESIGNS BY Michael Derouin
Award winning floral designer and industry educator
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Thursday, November 18, 2021 -The Amber Room
Colonnade 1 Stacey Road, Danbury, CT 9:45 a.m.
Reservation Form:
Cost: $48 – program & luncheon
$25 – program only

Lunch Choices:
Mustard Glazed Salmon

Chicken with Lemon Cream

Pasta Primavera

Name: _______________________ Email address________________________

Please seat me with: _____________from the ______________Garden Club

Make checks payable to Danbury Garden Club Mail check and
reservation to:
Judi Fuller, 32 Carriage House Drive, Danbury, CT 06810 Reservations
must be received by November 10, 2021

